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The Hanson Family and the American Revolution: 
Ancestors of Brenda Cochran 

See The Hanson Family and the American Revolution: Ancestors of Brenda Cochran, page 2. 

On July 4, 1876, during a Centennial celebration of the Declaration of Independence, 
James Hanson, John Hanson II's son, told the story of his grandfather, father, and un-
cles while his son, Martin Hanson, wrote it down. James's and Martin's names are 
shown in italics in the descendant list below.  
 
John Hanson I was born about 1725 in the Ulster region of Ireland. He was a 
Protestant who served in the British Army. He deserted military service when he was 
ordered to take part in a firing squad. Rather than remain under British authority, 
John Hanson I married his young bride, Mary Jane, and the couple emigrated from 
Ireland and immigrated to the American colonies around 1750 in search of greater 
personal and political freedom.  
 
After arriving in the colonies, John Hanson I and Mary Jane established a home on 
the frontier. They raised seven sons born in the Colony of Virginia. Life on the Appala-
chian frontier demanded hard work, self-reliance, and cooperation. Spellings of names 
were often phonetic. Military and court records of their eldest son, William, shows the 
spelling of their surname "Henson," and his wife's name appears with several different 
spellings.  
 
Brenda Cochran's direct ancestors (John I, John II, and John III) are shown in bold. 
 John Hanson I + Mary Jane LNU 
  William Henson, Sr. + Savilla "Sivilly" "Civilla" Tucker 
  James Hanson + Savilla Handso   
  Samuel Hanson 
  Joseph Hanson 
  1st Unknown Hanson (Son) 
  2nd Unknown Hanson (Son) 
  John Hanson II + Mary Magdalena Wall 
   James Hanson + Savilla Hanks 
    Martin Hanson 
   John Hanson III + Nancy Tuckwiller Hanson 
 
 

Hollyanna Kim Hardy White 
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 The Hansons witnessed the transformation of America from a collection of British 
colonies into an independent nation. Two of the sons' names were lost, but family 
tradition consistently records that all seven Hanson sons fought in the Revolutionary 
War. Surviving military records do not identify all brothers individually, but the tra-
dition is consistent in family accounts. The written history describes the Hanson 
brothers as carrying "their Irish passion into the fight for Liberty," reflecting both 
their heritage and their commitment to the Patriot cause.  
 
Written family history states that the older sons, William and Samuel, “signed their 
pay vouchers and John II placed an “X.” It is felt that the sons of John I were proba-
bly taught while in the more civilized areas of Virginia. . .then as younger members 
moved with them out into the frontiers. . .they missed out on the learning.” 
 
The youngest of these brothers was John Hanson II, born in 
1760. Only sixteen years old when he enlisted, he joined Cap-
tain Rowland Madison's Company of the 12th Virginia Regi-
ment under Colonel James Wood. Surviving War Depart-
ment service records show that he enlisted in December 1776 
and remained in Continental service through late 1779. These 
records match the family tradition that John volunteered as 
a teenager and served as a Continental soldier under General 
George Washington. 
 
Military service in the Continental Army demanded extraordinary endurance. Young 
farmers, woodsmen, and tradesmen—many with little military experience—marched 
hundreds of miles carrying heavy equipment while enduring rain, snow, heat, and 
exhaustion, often lacking sufficient food, clothing, shoes, blankets, and shelter. They 
slept outdoors in every season and frequently survived on little more than salted 
meat, hard bread, and porridge. Disease spread rapidly through crowded camps, 
claiming nearly as many lives as enemy gunfire. Despite these hardships, Continental 
soldiers continued serving because they believed they were fighting for something 
larger than themselves—the creation of a free nation. 

 
John Hanson II participated in several significant 
campaigns. The regiments of John and his eldest 
brother, William (in the 7th Virginia Regiment), 
are recorded as fighting together in several key en-
gagements. They fought at the Piscataway Skir-
mish on May 10, 1777, to prevent the British from 
moving freely across New Jersey. Their regiments 
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See The Hanson Family and the American Revolution: Ancestors of Brenda Cochran, page 3. 
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fought at the Battle of Brandywine on September 11, 1777, where Washington attempt-
ed to prevent the British from capturing Philadelphia. On October 4, 1777, the regi-
ments faced the British at Germantown, with heavy fog and battlefield confusion con-
tributing to another difficult defeat. Even so, the determination displayed by Washing-
ton's soldiers helped encourage French support for the American cause.  
 
Surviving military records indicate that 
both William Henson (Hanson,) Sr. and 
John Hanson II were present with their 
regiments at the winter encampment at 
Valley Forge during the winter of  1777–
1778. William received his discharge at 
Valley Forge in 1778 because he suf-
fered "a most dangerous wound" on 
May 10, 1777 at the skirmish near Pis-
cataway Meeting House in New Jersey. 
Thousands of Continental soldiers en-
dured freezing temperatures, food 
shortages, inadequate clothing, and 
widespread disease. More than two 
thousand men died during the Valley 
Forge encampment, yet those who sur-
vived emerged as a far more disciplined 
and effective fighting force. 
 
Though John Hanson II is the only brother whose Revolutionary War service is exten-
sively documented through surviving military records, family tradition consistently 
honors the sacrifices of all the Hanson brothers. William, James, Samuel, Joseph, 
John II, and two additional brothers are remembered as serving during the Revolu-
tion. Such a level of family participation was not unusual on the eighteenth-century 
frontier, where entire communities answered the call to military service. 
 
After the war, John Hanson II returned to civilian life and married Mary Magdalena 
Wall in 1783. Together they raised a family with four children while joining the contin-
uing westward movement of American settlers. Their children, including John Hanson 
III, were born in the Appalachian frontier (Wilkes, North Carolina). Over the following 
decades, the family migrated through North Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky, and even-
tually farther west, to numerous states including Illinois and Missouri. The family car-
ried with them the opportunities created by the American Revolution and a strong tra-
dition of military service. 

 

 
ChatGPT: William, John II, and Samuel Hanson at Valley Forge 
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September. Where did the dog days of sum-
mer go? Or are they still hanging out in the air
-conditioned house like my dog Benji (aka Ben 
Dover)? He usually naps at my feet as I piddle 
around or work on something that I deem nec-
essary but that he has absolutely no use for it. 
But when mealtime comes around, he’s wide 
awake and eager to eat!  Just like us, right? 

 
And we sure did eat at the annual August luncheon on Saturday, August 15.! The luncheon with 
its theme of America 250 was a celebration of our country’s 250th birthday, and a chance for 
us to get together to enjoy each other’s company and share a delicious meal. Our Events Co-
Chairpersons Lydia Bassetti and Erin Brandy outdid themselves with the red-white-and-blue 
decor and flavorful ham and turkey breast for the protein. (They also added some patriotic pic-
nic items as door prizes, and Vice-President Debbie Wilcox donated replicas of the Declaration 
of Independence for décor and prizes.) The side dishes, salads, and desserts were contributed 
by the attendees, and they proved that they knew their way around the kitchen. Becky Burrell’s 
photos from the event are found within this edition of the newsletter. 
 
On July 25, GCGSI sponsored a research workshop with a patriotic theme as well. Rebecca 
Amerson, the facilitator for the free FamilySearch.org workshop, led a group of researchers us-
ing this online genealogical platform using the America 250 theme: Finding your Revolution-
ary Roots. Ms. Amerson guided the attendees as they navigated the website to find infor-
mation that might serve as proof that their ancestors participated in the American Revolution. 
Debbie Wilcox submitted photos of the workshop for this newsletter. 
 
We didn’t have a meeting in June, so that gave us time to garden and 
play in the dirt. I started several tomato varieties from seed, and shared 
seedlings with family and friends. But when it came for me to transplant 
my own plants, I got the varieties’ markers mixed up and I couldn’t tell 
which ones were Early Girls, Cherry, or Roma tomatoes. I watered them 
when it wasn’t raining; pulled off way too many of those awful horned 
worms and am embarrassed to say I delighted in watching the antifreeze
-looking innards seep out when they “accidentally” ended up under my 
shoe; sprayed the plants with neem oil; fertilized with eggshells, banana peel tea, and coffee 
grounds; and treated those plants like a helicopter mom. I have been harvesting a few tomatoes 
of all varieties lately, but I might have gotten more if I had just let mother nature nurture those 
vines. (But who can resist the fragrance of tomato vines? Not me! And maybe Mrs. Meyers who 
added the scent of tomato vine to her lines of cleaning products.) 
 
Wow, did I digress? What else is new? Anyhow, I hope you enjoy this edition of Mountain Her-
itage with the articles from Hollyanna Hardy White and Rebecca Amerson. We are so lucky to 
have newsletter contributions from these talented researchers and writers! Don’t forget to 
check the upcoming dates found on the Bulletin Board page and please let any of the GCGSI 
board members know if you would like to volunteer as an officer or board member in 2027. 
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Barbara J. Dover 
 

 

 

Ben9ji) Dover 
Wide awake and eager to eat! 

 

Tomato harvest of the week! 
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See Third Quarter Highlights 2026, page 6.  

Photos submitted by  
Rebecca Burrell and  

Debbie Wilcox. 

On Saturday morning, July 25, 2026, GCGSI sponsored a workshop held in the 
upper level community room  of the Gilmer County Library In keeping with 
America 250, the workshop was  titled Finding Your Revolutionary Roots: A 
FamilySearch Workshop, and the facilitator was Rebecca Amerson. 
 
Attendees experienced hands-on instruction from Ms. Amerson; and using their 
own laptops, they explored census, land and probate records, and other docu-
mentation using the full-text search capabilities of FamilySearch.org. 

Rebecca Amerson 
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See Third Quarter Highlights 2026, page 7. 

Saturday, August 15, 2026 at noon was our annual member luncheon with this year’s theme continu-
ing the celebration of America 250.  We availed ourselves of the Gilmer County Library’s air condition-
ing in the lower level meeting room, although it seemed to struggle with the hot temperature outside.   
 
GCGSI provided a ham and fresh half turkey breast roasted to perfection by Events Co-Chairperson 
Lydia Bassetti; beverages; and paper products. Members brought plenty of food to share: delicious 
casseroles and fresh vegetables; fruit, pasta, and green salads for something light and hydrating; and a 
variety of mouth-watering desserts to satisfy everyone’s sweet tooth.   
 
The room was decorated befitting the theme, with items from our Events Co-Chairpersons Erin Bran-
dy and Lydia Bassetti and Vice-President Debbie Wilcox. Most of the decorations were given as door 
prizes to attendees.  This was a fun time for fellowship, feasting on fantastic food, and celebrating our 
country’s Semiquincentennial! 
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Attendees at the America 250 Luncheon were: Mary Allen; Lydia Bassetti and Erin Brandy; Steve and 
Debby Brown; Rebecca Burrell; Jimmy and Brenda Cochran;  Joe and Grace Davis; John and Charlotte 
Davis; Barbara J. Dover; Carolyn Edmondson; Glenda Garland; Patricia Henson; Beverly Hill; Lynne 
Dover Lawson; Donna Lehr; George McClellan; Susan Noles; Janice Dover Watson; Debbie Wilcox  
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Dear Sister, 
A Window into Life on the Missouri Frontier 

Among those who migrated west after the Civil War was Lavada 
Malinda Holden Findley, oldest daughter of Ozias Holden. She 
was born in Gilmer County’s Cartecay district in 1828 and would 
marry Rev. William Andrew Findley.  He served in the Confeder-
acy, 52nd Regiment, Georgia Infantry Co D.  Their eighth child 
was born in 1866 and was named Robert Lee Findley.  After the 
war, their family of ten 
would travel west with 10 
other families in 20 wag-
ons.  The 1870 Census 
records the family of 
eleven in Willow Springs, 
Howell County, Missouri. 

 
The following letter was sent to Lavada’s sister 
Mary Drucella Holden Holt, wife of John Lar-
kin Holt, son of Seaborn Holt.  It lay forgotten 
for decades in an old family chest in Cartecay, 
finally to be shared in Ward’s Annals of Up-
per Georgia. 
 
Read on to glimpse just a little of what a brave undertaking it was to move west into 
the unknown in the mid-19th century.   
 
        April 24th, 1870 

        Sim Valley 

        Howell County, Missouri 

Dear Sister, 

I take my pen in hand to let you know that I am still in the land of the living, though many miles from 

you. Sis, I traveled 60 days. I crossed mountains, hills, rooks, large rivers, creeks, and branches. I came 

through towns and cities. I had snow, rain, hail and sleet more or less all the way here.  

 

I camped one week in this state on ---- Creek. It rained on us all the time we stayed there. Water and mud 

were shoe-mouth deep. I came on to Mr. Williams' in this state. I stayed in my tent three days in the rain 

and snow.  

 

We were aiming to go to the Indian Nation or to Nebraska. We thought we would stop till spring, so Mr. 

Findley looked about and got a school house. We started to it through the snow, eight miles. There we 

Rebecca Holt Amerson 

See Dear Sister, A Window into Life on the Missouri Frontier, page 9. 

 

Lavada Findley: FamilySearch.org 

 

1850 Census, Gilmer County, GA: Ancestry.com 
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A Window into Life on the Missouri Frontier 

-continued- 

 

stayed about four weeks. Mr. Findley found a place that suited him. He went and bought it. He was gone 

two weeks. Sis, I slept and ate on the ground floor over three months.   

 

Sis, I can not tell you much about the country. I have been here four months. I have not been out of sight 

of my house but one time since I have been here. From what I can see and learn, the land is good and pro-

ductive as anyone need to want. It lies in hills and valleys. The hills are rocky and covered with grass 

and blackjack. There is some other timber. The valleys are the good land. Running water is scarce here. 

There are several good springs at the head of this valley.  

 

I came through Tennessee, Kentucky, and Illinois to Howell County in this state. I think I will be satis-

fied if we can have our health. People look well here, and they tell us it is healthy here. We have good 

well water. It washes well. I don't think I will lack for water. Some have to haul water in summer here. 

They are careless about their wells in this country. They will dig one and throw some poles over it and let 

it stand for years.  

 

There is a better chance to get a good home here than in Georgia. Land is cheaper and chance to enter or 

homestead.  Sis, our place is bad out of fix. There is a heap of work to do. The land is not much to clear; 

shrub off the largest bushes and hitch two or three yoke of oxen to a large plow and tear it all to smash. 

We have a good chance for a crop. It was dry here last year. The drought was from Georgia here.  

 

Sis, I must tell you something about my children. I have got as pretty baby as you ever saw. It is seven 

weeks old. Its name is Alfred Webb. The rest are all well and growing fast. Sam has grown and is as 

well as I ever saw him at this season of the year. They send you howdy. I am not very stout, though im-

proving.  

 

Sis, I want you to read this letter to all the rest of my brothers and sisters. I want you all to go to old 

Ebenezar to meeting and visit those graves. Look at my baby's for me as I never saw it. I never shall for-

get that place. Notice my little cedars and write to me how they all look.  

Ann, I want you and Jim [brother] to write. John [brother], you and Lou write. Bob [brother], I want 

you to write how you are getting along and what you have done with the Neals. Tell Taylor and Colum-

bus to write. Now don't fail. It is all the pleasure I ever expect to enjoy in this life with any of you with-

out a mere accident.  

 

Sis, read it to all the connections on Tieanetly [Tickanetley]. I want them all to write. Give me all the 

news of your country. Give my love to all inquiring friends. Now Sis, I want you and John to write. Don't 

fail. I have not heard a word from you since I left.  

So I close. Farewell to Mary D. Holt and John.  

Lavada M. Findley  

 
 
Lavada’s parents and four siblings, along with the babies she mentioned in her letter, 
are all buried in Ebenezer Baptist Church Cemetery.  The first was Emeline Holden, 
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See Dear Sister, A Window into Life on the Missouri Frontier, page 10. 
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her ten-year-old sister, in 1843.  Ozias and twin brother Uriah Holden were counted in 
the first 1834 state census of Gilmer County, two of only 60 original families. 
 
The Homestead Act of 1862 served to open the west by offering land to settlers. The 
Findleys would go and remain.  Rev. William Andrew Findley passed away at only 54, 
24 November 1886. He was buried in Hutton Valley Cemetery, Willow Springs, How-
ell Co., MO.  Lavada would join him 22 January 1898 at age 68, far from her Georgia 
family but surrounded by her Missouri family.  They had 12 children in 22 years and 
bravely carved a home together on the frontier.   

 
The obituary of Lavada’s eldest child speaks highly of the Findley family.  He would 
pass away from tuberculosis just days before his mother.  They would all be buried to-
gether in the Hutton Valley Cemetery, far from their Georgia roots. Take a moment 
and read this beautiful obituary.     
  

 

 

1882 Deed. Howell County, Missouri: FamilySearch.org 

 

West Plains Journal, West Plains MO,  
13 January 1898,  
newspapers.com 
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2026 GCGSI Officers and Committee Chairpersons 
  
Barbara J. Dover: President, Publications Committee Chairperson, & Publicity Committee Co-Chairperson,  
Deborah Wilcox: Vice President, Program Committee Chairperson, & Publicity Committee Co-Chairperson 
Rebecca Burrell- Corresponding Secretary & Historian 
Erin Brandy: Recording Secretary & Events Committee Co-Chairperson 
Susan Noles: Treasurer & Membership Committee Chairperson 
Patricia Henson & Beverly Hill: First Families of Gilmer County Committee Co-Chairpersons  
Lydia Bassetti & Erin Brandy: Events Committee Co-Chairpersons 

Mountain Heritage Newsletter  
 Published by Barbara J. Dover 

Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 
President, Publications Committee Chairperson, 

Publicity Committees’ Co- Chairperson 

Romare Bearden - Autumn Lamp, 1983  
American,  1911–1988 

Cut-and-pasted painted paper, fabric, and aluminum foil  
with oil, ink, and pencil on board; 40X31 in. 

Museum of Modern Art, New York 

  
September 2026  
  

• Monday, September 7 - Labor Day 
 
• Sunday, September 13 - National Grandparents Day 
          

• Saturday, September 19 - GCGSI Monthly Meeting 
         Saving History, With or Without AI 
         Speaker: Dr. Kathleen Thompson, author 
         Gilmer County Library Lower Level - 2:00 p.m. 
             

  
October 2026 
  

• October Monthly Meeting canceled due to 
         Ellijay’s Georgia Apple  Festival 
          

• Monday, October 12 - Columbus Day and 
         Indigeneous Peoples’ Day 
  
• Saturday, October 31 - Halloween 
                  
  
November 2026 
   

• Sunday, November 1 - Daylight Saving Time Ends 
  
• Tuesday, November 3 - Election Day 
           

• Wednesday, November 11 - Veterans’ Day 
  

• Saturday, November 21 - GCGSI Monthly Meeting 
         Our Celtic Origins 
         Speaker: George McClellan, author 
         Gilmer County Library Lower Level - 2:00 p.m.   
  

• November Date TBD: GCGSI Decoration of Tree 
         Festival of Trees at Gilmer County Library 
  

• Thursday, November 26 - Thanksgiving 



 

            We’re online! 

  www.gcgsi.org 

     Contact email: gilmergenealogy@gmail.com. 

The Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 
P. O. Box 919 
Ellijay, GA 30540 

The Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 
P. O. Box 919 
Ellijay, GA 30540 
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WHAT IS AVAILABLE ONLINE? 

• GCGSI Membership 
 
• First Families Application 
 
• Genealogical Links 
 
• Officers and Chairpersons 

• Book Order Forms 

• 1834 and 1840 Census 

• Contact Information 

GCGSI Newsletters

http://www.gcgsi.org

